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November 23, 2016 

 

 

Dear Balsz Community, 

 

Recently, we have heard from a number of students, faculty and staff who have expressed concerns about social 

tensions that may occur on our campuses and in our communities as a result of the recent national election.  We 

have received questions about how the Balsz School District is going to respond. The answer is that the details of 

what and how the newly elected government leaders will behave are unknown. What we can assure you is that the 

Balsz School District will continue to provide the very best educational opportunities and safe learning 

environments we can for our students, staff, and families.  

 

We know that many of you are also wondering how you will personally be affected by the election results. We 

want to reassure you that despite whatever happens in the outside world, Balsz will remain a family and in our 

family we believe that everyone deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. We call upon you to look out for 

each other, ask for help if you need it, and calmly model the behaviors of respect and dignity that we value so 

highly in our students. 

 

I want to direct you to the following Equity Statement that has been adopted by our Governing Board and that 

represents the thoughts and feelings of our district: 

 

Balsz School District Equity Statement 

Balsz School District dissolves barriers that marginalize individuals and groups. We create a safe and 

respectful, and welcoming environment conducive to student success. We provide individualized resources, 

interventions and learning opportunities to ensure equitable access within the community. This is where 

students become responsible citizens in a global society. Through informed reflection, we hold ourselves 

accountable for the responsibility of demanding equity in our practices, policies, and outcomes. We, the Balsz 

School District, celebrate fair and unbiased educational opportunities for all.  

 

We look forward to continuing conversations that facilitate understanding among us, and that demonstrate 

respect, kindness and civility toward all members of our community. The Balsz School District honors the 

dedication of our staff and community to meet the needs of our students and their families.   

 

Thank you for Believing in Balsz! 

 

 
Dr. Jeffrey Smith, 

Superintendent of the Balsz School District.  

 


